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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 



The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the clainns are directed. 



1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: On line 8 of claim 1 , 
before "object" "an" is misspelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant claims 
"said driver" in claim 7. There is improper antecedent basis for this limitation. For the 
purposes of examination, the examiner will interpret the limitation with its dependency 
from claim 6. Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1. 2, 5, 6, 8-10 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



anticipated by Higuchi (US6661460). 
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Regarding claim 1, Higuchi discloses, in figure 2, a digital camera comprising: 
an image sensor (5) for sensing an object; 
an eyepiece (16) for viewing an object; 

a display (1 1) for displaying an object image sensed by the image sensor; 

a selector (26) for selecting a mode for viewing an object on the display; 

a shield member (18) for shielding the eyepiece; and 

a controller (system controller) for moving the shield member to block the 
eyepiece when a mode is selected via the selector to view an object on the display (see 
col. 4, lines 9-31; also see col. 5, lines 18-40). 

Regarding claim 2, Higuchi discloses, in figure 4, the selector is a slide switch 
and the controller includes a movement transmitting member which moves the shield 
member between an eyepiece open position and an eyepiece closed position in 
conjunction with a sliding movement of the slide switch (see col. 7, lines 30-55). 

Regarding claim 5, Higuchi discloses a detector for detecting the exposure period 
of the image sensor, wherein the controller controls the opening and closing of a shield 
member so as to block the eyepiece during the exposure period detected by the 
detector (see col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 32). 

Regarding claim 6, Higuchi discloses, in figure 2. a driver for controlling the 
position of the shield member (21). 

Regarding claim 8, Higuchi discloses, in figure 2, a digital camera comprising: 

a mirror (18) to reflect part of the object image light and transmit the remaining 

light; 
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a finder (16) to capture part of the reflected light and including an eyepiece unit; 

an image sensor (5) to capture and photoelectrically convert the remaining 
transmitted light to image signals; 

a display monitor (1 1) for displaying the image signals captured by the image 
sensor as a display image; and 

an eyepiece shutter (18. see col. 5, lines 31-39) for shielding the eyepiece unit of 
the finder when the display monitor is used. 

Regarding claim 9, Higuchi discloses a selector (26) for selecting a mode for 
viewing an object on the display monitor; and 

a controller (system controller) controlling the eyepiece shutter to block the 
eyepiece unit when a mode is selected via the selector to view an object on the display. 

Regarding claim 10, see claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 13, see claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 14, see claim 6 above. 

Regarding claim 15, Higuchi discloses a digital camera comprising: 

an image sensor (5) for sensing an object image; 

a display (1 1) for displaying an object image sensed by the image sensor; 

a detector (see col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 32) for detecting when the image 
sensor is undergoing exposure to the object image; 

a shield member (18) for shielding the eyepiece; and 

a controller (system controller) for moving the shield member to block the 
eyepiece when the detector detects the exposure. 
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Regarding claim 16, see claim 2 above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 4 and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 

Higuchi. 

Regarding claim 4, Higuchi discloses the selector is a "dial-type" switch and the 
controller includes a rotation mechanism in that Higuchi teaches a manual mode where 
the user is able to manually slide a switch for reflecting light or transmitting light; see 
col. 7, lines 30-55; the examiner notes that a "dial-type" switch is not distinguishable 



2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higuchi in 
view of Higuchi et al (US6667770). 

Regarding claim 7, Higuchi discloses a driver. Higuchi does not expressly 
disclose whaf s included in the driver. Higuchi et al teach that it is well known in the art 
to include a solenoid in an aperture driver (see col. 4, lines 24-53). It would have been 



from any other "type" switch 



Regarding claim 12, see claim 4 above. 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Higuchi et al's teachings since 
Higuchi does not disclose the physical makeup of the driver. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3, 1 1 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claims 3, 1 1 and 17 the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
digital camera comprising an image sensor, an eyepiece, a display, a selector, a shield 
member and 
a controller, wherein 

the selector is a slide switch and the controller includes a movement transmitting 
member; and the movement transmitting member includes a contact member fixedly 
attached to a sliding part of the slide switch; an arm, one end of which contacts and is 
driven by the contact member and the other end of which moves the shield member; 
and a spring for imparting a force on the arm in a direction of contact with the contact 
member. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lee teaches a combination optical and electronic viewfinder, 
Sakano et al teach photographing unit for a microscope. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashawn N Tillery whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0627. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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